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YOUR ITINERARY 
 
DAY 1~FRIDAY~ NOVEMBER 3 
USA/EN ROUTE 
Your journey begins as you board your overnight flight to Amsterdam. (Meals aloft) 
 
DAY 2~ SATURDAY~ NOVEMBER 4 
AMSTERDAM/ARUSHA 
Upon arrival in Arusha in the evening, you will be met by 
your guide and transferred to your hotel.  
 
One of the oldest hotels in East Africa, the Four Points by Sheraton 
Arusha dates back to 1894 and you can almost feel the history as 
you walk through its main doors. Rooms are air-conditioned and 
come equipped with USB chargers, en suite bathrooms with 
hairdryers, and a queen or two full-size beds. The hotel features an 
outdoor pool, a 24-hour gym, and numerous dining opportunities.   
Overnight at FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON ARUSHA. 
(Meals Aloft) https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/jrofp-four-
points-arusha-the-arusha-hotel/  
 
DAY 3~SUNDAY~ NOVEMBER 5 
MTO WA MBU VILLAGE/NGORONGORO CONSERVATION AREA 
Depart this morning for the village of Mto Wa Mbu to learn the true value of ecotourism and how far your dollar goes. 
During the final years of the 20th century, Western influence coupled with growing economic challenges threatened to 
erase the cultural heritage still found in many traditional African villages. 
That’s when the Netherlands Development Organization, or SNV, came up 
with the concept of “cultural tourism.”  Beginning in 1995, the SNV worked 
with the Tanzania Tourist Board to develop a program whereby local people 
earn extra income by organizing tours of their own communities. 
Demonstrating the native crafts, practices, and traditions that have been a 
part of their tribal heritage for centuries, native Tanzanians were able to 
retain their culturally rich way of life while offering tourists a unique and 
fascinating experience. The proceeds are put into a Village Development 
Levy (VDL) and funneled back into each community for specific 
development projects, such as the construction of schools, irrigation and soil 
conservation activities, cattle dips, and several income-generating projects by 
women’s groups.   
 
Mto Wa Mbu village is one of the participating villages, located on the shores 
of Lake Manyara, and a living example of one of the richest linguistic mixes 
in Africa. Home to over 90 tribes, Mto Wa Mbu is quite possibly the only 
place where you can hear Bantu, Nilotic, Khoisan, and Cushitic accents are 
spoken in the same marketplace together with the diverse lifestyles and 
heritage that come with these people. The village, which few tourists visit, is 
a microcosm of life in rural Tanzania today. Following a lunch of traditional 
Tanzanian dishes served under banana trees in the heart of the village, 
explore the area with your village guides. Your leisurely stroll will take you 
through local homes, farmlands where banana, millet, cassava, and corn are grown, resident bars, a kindergarten, and a 
church. Afterward, head to the highlands and your stunning accommodation. 

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/jrofp-four-points-arusha-the-arusha-hotel/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/jrofp-four-points-arusha-the-arusha-hotel/


 

Located on a coffee farm and facing the Oldeani Volcano, the 
Ngorongoro Farmhouse provides an experience reminiscent of 
the atmosphere of old times and is comprised of three separate 
and intimate camps of 9 comfortable bungalows attractively 
built in the style of an old colonial farm and rustically decorated 
with local materials. The huge main building with a thatched 
roof contains the reception, bar, dining area, library, and lounge 
with a fireplace where you can enjoy a rest during the cool 
evenings in the highlands. Common areas are completed by a 
swimming pool with superb views of Oldeani Volcano and a 
craft shop. There is an organic vegetable and flower garden that 
covers some acres. You will enjoy excellent homemade cuisine 
prepared using the dairy and fresh vegetables produced by the 
farm all year round. 
Overnight at NGORONGORO FARMHOUSE. (B,L,D) 
http://www.tanganyikawildernesscamps.com/camps/ngorongorofarmhouse/ 
 
DAY 4~ MONDAY ~ NOVEMBER 6 
NGORONGORO CONSERVATION AREA/NGORONGORO CRATER 

Today you board your Land Rover for an amazing journey as you descend onto 
the floor of the crater, a World Heritage site, an extinct volcano, and the largest 
unbroken caldera in the world.  The cone is believed to have collapsed nearly two 
million years ago, and while the cone was standing, it could have been as tall, if 
not taller, than Mount Kilimanjaro. The crater (1,800 feet deep and 102 square 
miles) is a microcosm of East African scenery with abundant wildlife including 
more than 25,000 larger animals, mostly zebra and wildebeest. This is also the best 
place in Tanzania to see magnificent black-maned lions. This area offers an 
outstanding opportunity to see black rhinos, as they are protected around the 
clock. Over the years, the floor of this crater has become mostly savannah 
(grassland), with a soda lake whose size changes depending on the rains that are 
the lifeline of this amazing land.  On this lake, marvel at the colorful flamingos 
and a variety of other water birds – more than 100 species of birds found here that 
are not found in the Serengeti. Resident Ostrich, Crowned Crane, and Kori 
Bustard are joined seasonally by migrant flocks of White and Abdim's Storks.  
Patience may also reward you with glimpses of leopard, cheetah, hyena, jackal, 
elephant, warthog, buffalo, impala, buffalo, hartebeest, eland, and many other 
antelopes. As you descend, you might be able to see the local Maasai as they take 
their cattle down 
the steep walls of 
the crater. It is their 

right, negotiated with the government and parks authority, 
to graze their cattle on about 75% of the crater floor. The 
mix of cattle with the wild animals makes for some terrific 
photographs, and the interaction between domestic and 
wild animals is almost unbelievable. At the hippo pool, 
take a rest and enjoy your picnic lunch. Then resume your 
game-viewing and look for that special photograph, before 
returning to the rim of the crater six hours later 
(regulations now specify that no one can stay longer than 
six hours daily on the crater floor) and drive to your lodge.  
Overnight at NGORONGORO FARMHOUSE. (B,L,D)  



 

DAYS 5/6~ TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY~ NOVEMBER 7/8 
TARANGIRE NATIONAL PARK 
Continue your adventure in Tanzania with your visit to Tarangire 
National Park, the third-largest national park in Tanzania. The 
feeling that this is a special, almost magical place strikes you as 
soon as you enter Tarangire, and you witness your first baobab 
tree. Here the gently rolling countryside is dotted with these 
majestic trees, which seem to dwarf the animals that feed beneath 
them.  Called the “tree of life,” many myths and legends 
surround Adansonia digitata (Adansonia for the French surgeon 
Michel Adanson and digitata meaning hand-like, a reference to 
the shape of the leaves). Your guides regale you with one or two 
of these tales as you pass through the park. 
 
This stretch of Africa is spectacular in the dry season when many 
of the migratory wildlife species come back to the permanent waters of the Tarangire River. Huge herds of wildebeest, 
zebra, eland, and oryx gather to stay in Tarangire until the onset of the rains when they migrate again to good grazing 
areas. For those who love birds, Tarangire has over 300 bird species. But in addition to all those magnificent trees, birds, 
and beasts, Tarangire is superlative for another reason—elephants. Tarangire is home to the largest population of 
elephants in northern Tanzania, now numbering close to 2,500 individuals.  
 
Your accommodation for the next two nights is a permanent 
safari camp built close to the shores of Lake Manyara in a 
wildlife-rich area with impressive views of the Rift Valley and 
Ngorongoro Highlands and is a 25,000-hectare concession area 
set aside for conservation by the local Maasai Community. The 
26 spacious tents and the ten lodge rooms as well as the public 
areas of the camp are built on raised decks and have en suite 
bathrooms with built-in showers and mosquito netting and 
private verandahs overlooking the valley and Lake Manyara. 
There is a lovely swimming pool with beautiful views located at 
the end of the main decking area attached to the bar and dining 
area, overlooking the plains.  Enjoy delicious indoor or outdoor 
dining at the camp's restaurant, accompanied by lovely 
wilderness views. 
Overnights at MARAMBOI TENTED CAMP. (B,L,D Daily) 
http://twctanzania.com/en/accommodation



 

DAYS 7/8~ THURSDAY/FRIDAY~ NOVEMBER 9/10 
TARANGIRE NATIONAL PARK/ARUSHA/AMBOSELI NATIONAL PARK 

 
Today’s drive takes you back to Arusha in time for lunch. Afterward, drive towards the Namanga border where you cross 
into Kenya and continue to Amboseli National Park, located at the foot of Africa's highest mountain, Mount Kilimanjaro. 
The snow-capped peak of Mount Kilimanjaro rises above a saucer of clouds and dominates every aspect of Amboseli. 
This Park covers only 150 square miles but despite its small size and its fragile ecosystem, it supports a wide range of 
mammals (well over 50 of the larger species) and birds (over 400 species). Years ago, this was the locale around which 
such famous writers as Ernest Hemingway and Robert Ruark spun their stories of big-game hunting in the wilds of 
Africa. This too is part of Maasailand, and it’s not unusual to see the proud Maasai warrior or small children tending their 
cattle as you traverse their territory.  In this land, animals and man have learned to coexist and thrive together, despite the 
harsh conditions. This is also the park that has been made famous by Cynthia Moss, the noted American naturalist, and 
author who has one of the longest-running studies on elephants. You might have seen some of the elephants that Cynthia 
has immortalized in her many books and award-winning film Echo of the Elephants.  
 
In the shadow of Mount Kilimanjaro, 
beside a copse of giant acacia trees 
and a gently flowing natural spring, 
stands Amboseli Serena Safari Lodge. 
With Kilimanjaro's 19,340- foot 
snow-capped summit presiding over 
the landscape, the setting is 
unrivaled. All around the lodge 
roams the wildlife that has made East 
Africa legendary – lion, buffalo, 
cheetah, giraffe, baboon, gazelle, and 
wildebeest.  Influenced by native 
Maasai architecture, the lodge is in 
perfect harmony with its 
environment. Beautifully landscaped 
gardens, unique guest services, and 
exceptional amenities enhance the 



 

distinctive ambiance. The uniquely constructed Ivory Class guest rooms – 96 in total – with en suite bathrooms, individually 
appointed with authentic Africana and murals painted by a renowned local artist, convey a distinctive Maasai Manyatta mood.  
Grouped in the manner of a Maasai village, each room enjoys a view of either majestic Mount Kilimanjaro or the expansive Amboseli 
plains which are home to herds of elephants that feed on the large, feathery acacia trees.  Overlooking the saltlick and floodlit 
waterhole, the open-air dining room serves guests sumptuous international menus, buffets, and barbecues alongside authentic African 
dishes.  A bar and a refreshing outdoor pool are some of the other luxuries one can expect to find at this lodge. 
Overnights at the AMBOSELI SERENA SAFARI LODGE. (B,L,D Daily) 
https://www.serenahotels.com/serenaamboseli/en/default.html 
 
DAYS 9/10/11~ SATURDAY/SUNDAY/MONDAY~ NOVEMBER 11/12/13 
LAKE NAKURU NATIONAL PARK /LAKE ELMENTEITA /LAKE NAIVASHA/CRESCENT ISLAND 
Travel overland to Nairobi in time for lunch and then continue to the heart of the Great Rift Valley which roughly bisects 
Kenya North to South, a huge geological fault-line that stretches around one-sixth of the Earth’s circumference and is 
visible from far out in space. At 2,000 feet deep and 30 miles wide, it runs as far as the eye can see. Its walls are sheer and 
high, and, along its length, there are many volcanoes mostly dormant. The landscape, with bubbling springs and geysers, 
is spectacular. Arrive at your spectacular tented camp and relax for the rest of the afternoon. 

 
Spend the next day at Lake Nakuru National Park, a shallow alkaline body of water, once world-renowned for the huge 
concentration of flamingos. Today, there aren’t many flamingoes left, but the park boasts a huge variety of animals 
including leopard – often found snoozing on the branches of magnificent yellow-barked acacias – lion, buffalo, hippo, 
waterbuck, warthog, baboon, and the endangered Rothschild’s giraffe (Only found in this part of Kenya), white rhino and 
the rare, protected black rhino. For the bird-watching 
enthusiast, there are 450 species found in the park 
vicinity, with a big concentration of water birds 
including Marabou Stork and pelican. 
 
The next day, you will also be treated to a boat ride 
on Lake Naivasha, where Hippos and waterbirds 
abound, en route to Crescent Island, which you can 
explore on foot. No predators are found on this 
island, so walking among the free-roaming antelope 
is sure to be a fun experience. This island, shaped 
like a quarter moon, is a sanctuary for herds of 
antelope and many species of birds. Over 350 bird 
species have been recorded, with Thomson's gazelle, 
waterbuck, monkeys, and other wildlife to keep them 
company.  



 

While here you can enjoy several activities (at an additional cost) such as night game drives in Soysambu Wildlife 
Conservancy, walking safaris, bush dining, and sundowners. Horse riding, hot springs, and bird watching game drives. 
Visit the Kariandusi prehistoric site and museum. Enjoy a cultural talk and a traditional dance performance. 
 
Your home for the next two nights, Lake Elmenteita Serena Camp, offers luxurious accommodations nestled in the amazing Rift 
Valley scenery. Uniquely situated on the shoreline of sapphire-blue Lake Elmenteita where hundreds of thousands of birds congregate, 
the small and exclusive Lake Elmenteita Serena Camp opened in June 2011. Evocatively styled to echo the area’s rich history, the 
camp blends aristocratic elegance with modern luxury and offers cuisine and service of fittingly high standards.   
Overnights at the LAKE ELMENTEITA SERENA.  (B,L,D Daily) 
https://www.serenahotels.com/serenaelmenteita/en/default.html 

 
DAYS 12/13/14~ TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY~ NOVEMBER 14/15/16 
MAASAI MARA / NORTHERN SERENGETI 
Drive to the Maasai Mara, Kenya’s most famous wildlife reserve. It is classic savannah – grasslands, where animals are 
plentiful and the vistas spectacular. In this dreamlike land, animals live in freedom, and the Maasai care for their herds, 
all sharing the same land with minimal conflict. 
You will have three days of wildlife-viewing 
opportunities in the Maasai Mara Reserve, also 
known as the “Jewel of Africa,” a site with one of 
the largest and the most spectacular animal 
migrations in the world. The reserve is inhabited 
by many of Africa's most popular wild animals, 
including lions, cheetahs, elephants, leopards, 
black rhinos, and hippos. There are also over 500 
resident species of birds in the park including 
ostrich, larks, and sunbirds as well as the lovely 
Lilac-breasted Roller.  
 
The area is famous for rolling grassland and for 
the Mara River, which runs through the reserve 
from north to south. The reserve covers an area 
of 700 square miles and forms part of the 
Serengeti ecosystem, hosting the world-famous 
spectacle of the annual migration of up to two million wildebeest, thousands of zebras and an escort of carnivores from 
the Serengeti plains that follow the rains and succulent new grass. A costly trek as many of the lame, laggard and sick will 
fall prey to the ravaging pack of predators and many more will die in the swirling flood waters of the Mara River as they 
try to cross it. While there are no guarantees in nature, this is the time of the year that one can see the crossings and your 



 

guides will do their best to try to get you to see one. The Mara also has one of the highest concentrations of cheetahs on 
the continent, as well as many magnificent black-maned lions.  
 
While in the Mara, you will visit a Maasai Village to experience this nomadic tribe’s way of life and see their colorful 
culture. You may also have another opportunity to enjoy a hot air balloon ride  
 
The Mara Serena Safari Lodge is an interpretation of a traditional 
Maasai Manyatta village of domed huts. Accommodation is offered 
in 73 guestrooms, all of which have been styled to mirror the circular 
motif of a traditional Maasai Manyatta village of domed huts. The 
wide-spaced and secluded rooms have been individually styled in 
exuberant bush colors and feature large spacious en-suite bathrooms. 
It is set on the saddle of a hill where it overlooks the 695 square miles 
of rolling plains, woodlands, and rivers that make up the Maasai 
Mara Triangle – one of the world's richest wildlife sanctuaries.  No 
other lodge has such a spectacular view of the surrounding landscape 
or the wildlife and birdlife that inhabit it. It is on this very terrain 
stretching endlessly before the lodge where the annual migration 
takes place, where millions of wildebeest, zebra, and gazelle traverse 
the landscape to feed on the rich new grass and give birth to their 
young. 
Overnights at the MARA SERENA SAFARI LODGE.  (B,L,D Daily)  https://www.serenahotels.com/serenamara/en/default.html 
 
DAY 15~ FRIDAY~ NOVEMBER 17 
MAASAI MARA/ NAIROBI/ EN ROUTE 
Enjoy the last chance to photograph that awesome sunrise before 
driving back to Nairobi. (An optional flight between Maasai Mara 
and Nairobi is available at an additional cost of $350 per person). A 
dayroom will be supplied for you at the CROWNE PLAZA 
HOTEL before your transfer to the airport for your late evening 
flight to Amsterdam, connecting to your return flights home. As 
your journey comes to a close, you say a fond farewell to your 
driver/guide and promise to come back in the not-too-distant 
future. (B,L Meals Aloft) 
 
DAY 16~ SATURDAY~ NOVEMBER 18 
USA 
This morning your jet lands in Amsterdam. From here connect with your flight back home to the USA, bringing with you 
the memories of all the wonderful sights of East Africa. (Meals Aloft)
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